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Amend:   12-4-2.   County auditor in charge of voter registration records. The county auditor 

has complete charge of maintaining and safeguarding the voter registration records in the 

county. The county auditor shall retain all voter registration records in the auditor's office in 

paper or electronic form. All such records shall be open to public inspection at all times during 

office hours, except pursuant to § 12-4-9. 

Voter registration shall be conducted by each county auditor and municipal finance officer. 

Voter registration shall be available at the secretary of state's office and at those locations 

which provide driver licenses; food stamps; temporary assistance for needy families; women, 

infants, and children nutrition program; medicaid; military recruitment; and assistance to the 

disabled as provided by the Department of Human Services.  Eligible persons pursuant to 

§ 12-4-1 with a valid driver license or non-driver identification card issued by the State of 

South Dakota may register to vote through the system provided by the Office of the Secretary 

of State. 

 

Amend: 12-4-9.   Master registration file--Contents--Open to public inspection--Access to 

certain information restricted. The county auditor shall maintain and safeguard a file of voters 

in computer format that contains the information of each person registered in each voting 

precinct within the county. This file shall be known as the master registration file and shall be, 

at all times during office hours, open to public inspection. However, public access to social 

security numbers, and driver license numbers and dates of birth contained in the master 

registration file shall be prohibited. Public access to each voter's day and month of birth shall 

be restricted. Public access to the voter's year of birth is not restricted. The master 

registration file shall contain all information from each voter's registration card. The master 

registration file shall also include the date of the last election the voter has voted in and when 

the voter's information was last updated. The master registration file may also contain 

additional voter history information. Any voter registration form for a purged or unregistered 

voter shall be kept for twenty-two months. No purged or unregistered voter may be included 

in the master registration file. 



Board of Elections – 2020 Proposed Draft Statute Changes 
August 13, 2019 

2 
 

Amend: 12-12-1.   Notice of offices to be filled--Publication. The county auditor charged with 

the conduct of a primary election shall give notice of any office to be filled by nomination or by 

declaration and the deadline for filing in all official newspapers in the appropriate district, at 

least once each week for two consecutive weeks, between the fifteenth and thirtieth day of 

January in an even-numbered year. A local election official charged with the conduct of a local 

election shall give notice of any office to be filled by nomination or by declaration and the 

deadline for filing a nominating petition, in all official newspapers in the locality, at least once 

each week for two consecutive weeks. The last publication in the notice may not be less than 

ten nor more than fifteen days before the deadline for filing. The provisions of this section 

apply unless otherwise provided by law specifically governing the election.  

The person in charge of the election shall give further notice of each election stating the date 

and time of the election, and designating each polling place for the election, in all official 

newspapers at least once each week for two consecutive weeks, the last publication to be not 

less than four nor more than ten days before the election. For any runoff secondary election 

under § 12-6-51.1, one notice shall be published along with a copy of the ballot in each 

newspaper in the state that publishes on Saturday and Sunday. The secretary of state shall 

direct the newspapers to publish the ballot and notice on the eleventh or twelfth day after the 

primary election. The secretary of state shall pay all costs of publication. 

Amend: 12-13-23.   Distribution of public information. The secretary of state shall distribute 

public information on any amendment to the Constitution, initiated measure, or referred law 

submitted to the electors for approval. The secretary of state shall compile the public 

information by printing a statement in support of the amendment to the Constitution, initiated 

measure, or referred law written by its proponents, if any can be identified, and a statement 

against the amendment to the Constitution, initiated measure, or referred law written by its 

opponents, if any can be identified. The statements may not exceed 300 words. The secretary 

of state is not responsible for the contents, objectivity, or accuracy of the statements written 

by the proponents and opponents. The pamphlet shall also include the attorney general's title, 

explanation, and a recitation of the effect of a "Yes" or "No" vote as written pursuant to § 12-

13-9 or 12-13-25.1; number of pages and sections in the proposed or referred language; and, 

if applicable, a fiscal note.  


